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Faith is caught, not taught!!

When asked why Trinity
Lutheran church changed
its format for Children’s
Sunday morning ministry,
| knew there were a few
practical reasons, but a
ton of faith development
reasons. The practical
ones everybody knows -
three worship services to
two, better use of time
between services - things
like this. But the faith
development reasons are
the ones of greater impor-
tance. ltis for these rea-
sons why | believe the
task force made these
recommendations. |
would like to share my
insights.

Augsburg Youth and Fam-
ily Institute is a thirty year
organization created to
research how faith is
passed from generation
to generation. What has
been discovered? Faith is
generally caught, not

taught. Somewhere, some-
how, a child sees some-
thing happening in the ac-
tivities of the larger church
- in worship, in service, in
fellowship - and it literally
catches their eye. Maybe it
is watching an elderly per-
son take communion.
Maybe it is reading the
words of scripture on the
overhead. Maybe it is a
song. But something hap-
pens and we can not say
for sure what it is, but
something is caught by
their eye and travels right to
their heart. The research
shows when families wor-
ship together, the chance of
faith being caught is ten
times more likely to hap-
pen. Kids who are dropped
off for a class have a far
less chance at any faith
development. Later in life,
when the tough questions
come, there is little to no
answer of faith to draw

upon.
This is all to say that mod-
eling, of course is the key
for everything. Like brush-
ing teeth or eating healthy
foods, a child doesn’t un-
derstand why this is impor-
tant. Without the modeling
and habit, it becomes diffi-
cult to switch children from
sugar to vegetables. With-
out the church modeling, it
is difficult to switch kids
from Sunday morning car-
toons to sacramental wor-
ship. But here it begins.
The long and short of it is
this. Mom, Dad, kids and
even grandparents, when
possible grow in faith to-
gether. Oh yes, by the
way....squirming and crying
in worship is welcomed -
kids and adults alike.

See you in church,

Pastor Gary

Advent Tea 50th Anniversary November 28

Get mto the spirit of
Advent at Trinity’s 50th
Anniversary Advent
Tea on Monday,
November 28 at 6:30 in

meaning of the season
rather than the craziness
that Christmas often
becomes. This year we
are blessed to have spe-

help us celebrate this
momentous anniversary!
There 1s no cost, and all
ages are encouraged to
attend!

the Fellowship Hall. cial guest Sheila Raye Bring a
This 1s a time to gather Charles, daughter of friend
and focus on the wait-  singer Ray Charles, or two!
g of Advent; to present a program in
remember the real testimony and song to

: Senior Christmas Luncheon
125th Annlversary S F

S/ o For those 55 and older

ornaments ($8), &5 \g

crocks ($15) and %

bookmarks have ¢§
arrived! Items will

o  *®Friday, December 2nd at noon

<

@ e “ Christmastime in Sweden” by the
American Swedish Institute

be available Great Heritage e Tickets $10.00 Available Sundays in
. Trinity Lutheran Church —— njoyomber or in the church office

Sundays in the o

narthex o [nvite a friend to join you!

Advent Fellowship & Cookie Bahing EQMWWQWMMWQW% L g Cookies Needed!

Saturday December 3rd @ Luther Point g Quilting Anyone?

Bible Camp and Saturday December 10th zgz If you quilt, or would like to learn zgz
@ Luther Park Bible Camp. 9 am—4:30 pm how, the Trinity Quilters are look-

$40/Adu|t, $25 Chlld under 11. Each partici- g lng for Inen]tgers to ]OlIl thCIIl' extra Couple dozen to donaTe to The
pant will bring home cookies and recipes. g The quilters meet at 9:30 on the Advent Tea Monday November 28.

As you are doing your early Christmas
baking, please consider baking an

Space is limited: Call 715-859-2215 or visit 9nd Monday of each month. They g Cookies can be dropped off in the
www.LutherPoint.org for information. are now meeting in the art room g church kitchen Sunday the 27th or
Ecument Parmly LifePointes’ Annual Monday the 28th. Pleas KF
onday the . Please mark "For
% Advent Tea." If you are available and

interested in helping, set up for the

or call the office with questions. g tea will be 1pm Nov. 28. Many hands
This is a community Christian event held at Thank you! make light work! Thank youl
the former Living Branch Church Friday 5908508508503503508508508508508503503500508608 508508

(room 200) of the education wing,
which 1s much bigger and brighter
than their former location! Drop 1n,

Advent Tea and Bake Sale Sunday
December 4 2-4 pm. Special music “The
Traditions of Christmas” at 3 pm.

Journey to Bethlehem

December 2nd 6-9pm and Saturday De- [ 0y October 7th & 8th, the 6th & 7th grade Confirmation class went on a camp-
cember 3rd 2-5 pm. Share the true mean- |0 retreat to Interstate State Park. There the 41 youth and 8 chaperones slept in
ing of Christmas and stroll the streets of tents, made their food over a campfire, played games and learned everything
Ece)gges:‘:rl? g?fz::ﬂ:tfat:: ?;';2:;::'2" they could about the Bible in 24 hours! Everyone learned lots and had a blast!
citizen of Bethlehemn shqr‘e your skills with We were lucky enough to have perfect weather and a great group of people. A
pottery, woo dworhil;g carving, weaving special thank you to everyone who helped make this retreat possible! All of the
etc. or :co help build s e'ts contaét ]eannie' chaperones, drivers, those who helped set up and donated food and tents, as well
’ as the parents and congregation members who were praying for us! Your gifts

Fox 651-674-8161, Rich Thompson 763-250- . .
0960 or Denice Becker 763-689-5848. and prayers were greatly appreciated! See picture below?

Conf IPma'tlon -Re'tPea'tl

Ready for a night on the town? The JIVE youth
would love to watch your Rids! JIVE will be
hosting their next Date Night on November

19th from 5:00-10:00 pm. A free will offering

will go towards youth mission trips. Bring your

kids for 30minutes or let them stay for the
whole evening. There will be dinner, games,
reading and a movie. If you have questions,
contact Tashina at
651-674-7047 ex. 13 or
tood@trinitynorthbranch.org.

November JIVE and
Confirmation Schedule:

JIVE Schedule :

2nd: Doing Well in School

sunday November Cth:
Churches Unite @ Nelson°®s

23rd—No JIVE— 9" No Confirmation—Small
Thanksgiving Eve Worship Group Leader Meeting

30th - Worship with 16"—The Lord’s Prayer—
Cconfirmation—Charles Temptation, Trial, and Deliverance

Grocery Store 7-S pm King & Judge Dehn 23"—Thanksgiving Worship
I : No JIVE CONFIRMATION: 30"— Worship with JIVE—Guest
16"; Loneliness— 2nd—Small Group Trick or Can speakers

Ashton Sorenson

) Charles King ¢ N\ @
Sunday Nov. 6th-Churches Unite and Judge . .
J l@y@@ at Nelson’s Grocery Store 7-8pm Dehn ‘e b =%
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Guiding Principles of Trinity Lutheran Church, North Branch MN

Principle 1: Ministry happens through relationships.

We believe meaningful relationships are critical to fulfilling our mission. Relationship ministry can hap-
pen when two or more people are gathered in our congregation, in our homes, and in our community.
We will invite people personally to join and become active in church happenings, not because we
want large programs, but because we believe community in Christ gifts us with God's presence and
the power to grow.

Principle 2: All people are called to serve God.

People grow in faith best by being actively involved in ministries fraditionally left to the clergy. All peo-
ple are given gifts with which to minister and serve God. We will explore and utilize those gifts in fulfilling
our mission. A significant call of the pastor is to equip people for ministry (Ephesians 4:11).

Principle 3: Faith gives us the courage to try.

We will draw upon our faith for the courage to explore new ways to fulfill our mission. (Making disciples
of Jesus Christ) We will avoid the fear of failure. We will avoid the temptation to blame and criticize
others, past and present. We will continue to try new things realizing if they don’t work out, we have not
failed but rather, we have not yet found the answer to a problem. We will anticipate that many at-
tempts may be needed in order for the answer to emerge.

Principle 4: The core response to faith is stewardship not consumerism

We will foster an atmosphere that is life giving for all people by collectively sharing our fime and re-
sources for ministry. The temptation to rely on few to do the work for many makes for poor stewardship.
The primary responsibility of the staff and boards is to assist the entire body of faith to carry out its minis-
try. Our boards will make wise decisions on the use of the communities’ resources, living within our
means for ministry.

Principle 5: The biblical message of transforming grace is the basis for all decisions.

All decisions and future hopes must be grounded in a radical trust in the grace of God. Although there
is always room for discussion on the meaning of scripture and how o apply it, the Bible and its message
of grace is the best source for structuring our life and church. We will first and foremost promote minis-
fries that help us discover this foundational truth.

November Acolyte Schedule SUNDAY &M ADULT EDUCATION
November 6: 8:00 Erin Johnson, Samantha Noreen i Each Sunday, Trinity will offer for all people an adult edu-
9:45 Hayden Scherer, Brycen Vimain, i cation time which will explore the basics of the Christian
Ryan Byrkt, Matthew Kratzke i faith from a Lutheran perspective. Each week, from 9:20
November 13: 8:00 Rebecca Goodroad, Madison Wiss i -9:40 a DVD will be shown infroducing a major theme of
9:45 Laura Dolezalek, Cassie Dervie i the Christian faith and through the week, classes will be
November 20: 8:00 Julie Rupp, Kysha Hamann : made available to further study the topic. i
9:45 Maddy Hackl, Jessica Moravec,
Katie Huth, Cheyenne Baker

November 23: 7:00 pm Thanksgiving Eve Service Thanksg'ving Eve

Mitch Olson, Volunteer Needed B
November 27: 8:00 Connor Haommond, Tyler Wilcox (] (A
9:45 Cassie Vaughn, Britta Anderson M Oﬂ.emg ﬂ

Ali Kari, Casey Snaza

Please bring food for the Local food shelf when you come to worship Thanksgiving eve, wednesday, Novem-
ber 237 at F:00 pam. We will have a spectal food offering during worship. If you aren't able to be at wor-
ship that night, you can drop food off tn the church office earlier in the week and someone will bring it up
for the offering on the 237 we ave also in neeodl of people to bring the food to the food shelf at 9:00 a.m. Fri-

day, November 25, 1f you are able to do this, just be at church at 9:00 on the 250! Thank-you! Page 3
NOVEMBER 2011 B

PRE-SCHOOL AND THE TRINITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
AS PART OF OUR CHURCH HISTORY

Even though Trinity Christian School, as of this school term, has been closed for economic reasons it remains
a vital part of our church history.

The first reference to early childhood education other than Cradle Roll and Primary School within the Sunday
School was the summer of 1985 when the Trinity Lutheran Nursery School (later called the Pre-School) was
established. The school started that fall funded by a start up gift from the church under the direction of
teacher Cheryl Mlynarek. It was further funded by a monthly tuition from the children. At first volunteers
helped and in the 1988-89 school year Mrs. Vernon (Ardell) Johnson was hired as an aide. The enroliment
grew rapidly and developed from the initial one group into several different classes. Gigi Schmeling was hired
as an aide. Gigi later became a pre-school teacher and eventually one of its directors. This new aspect of the
mission of our church, along with a new responsibility for many, including a seven member board also
brought joy to the rest of us -- serving the young children living their faith.

In that same school year, the public school, because of crowded conditions, rented rooms in our former edu-
cation building for kindergarten classes.

As the nursery (pre-school) developed, there also started an interest in Kindergarten classes toward the con-

cept of a Christian School, so that by 1998 the church board authorized the start of a Kindergarten class. The
first class of 10 students met in a Sunday School classroom in the fall of the 1999-2000 school year with Deb-
bie Harris as their teacher. This developed into first grade in 2000-2001 term, and second grade in 2001-2002
in additional Sunday School classrooms.

At the annual meeting on February 7, 1999 a resolution was passed to form a building study committee to
look at the ways to solve our space issues. At the February 6, 2000 Annual Meeting, another committee was
formed to make solid plans for building needs. This committee came up with a three stage plan.

In the March 10, 2002 special congregational meeting a resolution was passed to build a new Christian Edu-
cation Center, which actually was the second stage of the above mentioned building plans. This development
had been influenced by the need of the public school to have more classrooms. Thus a three year lease was
made with the school to fulfill their space needs as well as help us pay for the building.

The building was completed that summer, so some of the grades of the public school moved into the new
education building by September 2002 and remained until the end of the 2004-2005 school year. The corner-
stone installation and dedication took place October 27, 2002. The Christian School K-4" grade classes also
moved into that building for the 2005-2006 school year.

We are grateful to everyone for their tremendous efforts in this work. When the Christian School first started,
Pastor Rudolph guided the progress with volunteers. Following long term volunteer principal Marilyn Peter-
son, Principal Jordan Ford, was hired for the term 2004-2005.

The school term 2010-2011 turned out unexpectedly to be its last for the present. We were blessed by many
faithful and dedicated staff and volunteers during this last year. They led our school children through a won-
derfully successful year of growing in Christ.

The elementary school existed for 12 school terms, and the preschool for 26 years, with a Christian setting for
many children to be blessed by God in a very special way. The efforts of many people, teachers, school
board, and many volunteers, have contributed to the Christian influence in those children's lives. A privately
owned preschool continues functioning in our building.

What opportunity is awaiting Trinity for the use of a wonderful building remains to be seen. God will guide us

into using it for continuing His work. Time, with His guidance will lead us through whatever is to be His pur-
pose for us. We remain grateful for the experience we have already been given as we go forward professing
"God's Word Is Our Great Heritage."

Thanks Be To God
History Committee

Page 4 TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH



This Christmas you can share joy and hope with a needy child overseas by taking part in Operation
Christmas Child. You can participate by bringing a gift-filled shoebox to church over the next few
weeks. Complete details are outlined in the brochures which are available in the narthex. It is very

important to use these brochures.

Christmas is about sharing the gift of Jesus Christ with the world. For the last several years these gifts
have opened doors for presenting the Good News of Jesus Christ through children’s literature and personal witnessing.
We praise God that many lives are changed for eternity. What a perfect gift to give in honor of Jesus’ birthday. Please
pray for the child that will receive your gift. Hint: If you have lots of items, please consider making two standard-sized

boxes rather than one large box. Also, anyone can contribute toward the shipping if you are unable to pack a shoe-
box. Important: Please bring your shoebox gifts to church on or before Sunday, November 20. Also, please in-
clude $7.00 to help with the cost of transportation and the production of gospel literature. Thank you

Thank you to everyone that helped with our fall clean up day!

Sunday School, Confirmation
and JIVE volunteers installed
Sunday October 2

Confirmation Small
Group Leaders &

Committee Members:

Cindy Hult
Jon Heilig
Deb Johnson
Tracy Hartmann
Kim Kari
Luke Miclke
Julie Bauer
Val Anderson
Toni Olinske
Kris Anderson
Michele Baker
Lynda Chilstrom
Cathy Hufford
JoANnn Dolezalek
Tammy Lewis

JIVE Small Group
Leaders
and Sr. High Ministry
Exploration Team:
Darren Hufford
Dr. Jeff Johnson
Steve Mork
Barlb Mork
Cheryl Immel
Sandy Schoess
Joy Lenzen
Pat Fairbanks
NOVEMBER 2011

Sunday School Teachers:
Amy Parrucci
Mary Johnson
Carrie Hischer
Rhiannon Hals

Jacob Kari
Kim Kari
Ali Kari
Cameron Hufford
Ella Silver
Jessica Webster
Chris Swanson
Sonya Smetna
Gina Dufeck
Liz Ordner
Yvette Clairmont
Amber Vanhorn

Sunday School Assistants:

Nicole Fugleseth
Eryn Parrucci
Jessica Hinrich
Hannah Hinrichs
Britta Anderson

D| CE

_MEN WHO HAVE A V

fveol Icee d 6 youne n
talents have been requested! For an
Al l Menbs Chorus.
Wednesdays November 2,9 & 16 @ 6:45 p.m.
Then you will sing during both worship
services (8:00 & 9:45) on Sunday, November
20" Plan on having fun!  If you have any
questions, please contact Deb @ 651.674.7047
ext. 37 or daulich@trinitynorthbranch.org

U
(1)
=
m

November 201

Vouth Receiving
Bi6leg Sunday
October 16

Faith Michelle Anderson
Amber Baker
Peyton Becker

Katherine Marie Carlson

Lucas Alexander Edson

Carter James Fredstrom
Sophie Goebel
Benjamin Huth

Nick Jensen
Garyn Paul Jensen-Schneider

Emily Johnson
Isabel Melton
Will Parrucci
Colby Peterson
Abigail Schulte
Julia Rose VanDyke
Alexander David Webster
Derrick Witte
Dylan Witte

Thank you so much to everyone who donated their time,
resources, services and supp:
event. It was nothing short of miraculous to watch the
body of Christ move and work with an entire community,

driven solely by LOVE! Words cannot describe

how amazing it was to be part of something so

much larger than ourselves. Thank you also to

our sister church, Trinity Lutheran Church in

North Branch, for their support and love, too!

~Team Jill
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Sunday School News

Sunday November 13th—We will begin practicing for
our Christmas program, which will be held on Sunday,
December 18th. We will practice during Sunday
School each week until the program.

Il t 8s not If goar child has ot yet registered
for Sunday School, it's not too late! Contact Erica at
674-7047 or complete the forms to register.

Thank you to everyone that has volunteered to help
with Sunday Schooll It is greatly appreciated!

No Sunday School November 271h

Serving for the

O nG6
month of November

Karen Young

ALTAR GUILD Mary Sederberg

[ninknlinininlinlnininknlininlninlninknlinkn]

Gifts Given to the Glory of God

Community Cares

Community Cares was started this summer during Summer
in the Son. It is a great way for our church community to help
out those in our greater community. It might surprise you to
know that when individuals are struggling financially and
receive food stamps and other such assistance that their aid
does not cover such things like paper products and cleaning
supplies; things that we take for granted and use every day.
Our Sunday School PrograptConfirmation Program and
JIVEare going to be collecting items as in offering to donate
to the community. The Confirmation Program is also having
a competition between the three grades to see which grade
can donate the most (measured in weight) for a Dilly Bar
party at the end of the year. These can be items you get at
hotels, gently used cleaning supplies or any kind of paper
product or cleaning supplies. The items will be set up at a
table during the monthly Fare For All for everyone to take
what they need. They are also available to those who come to
the church seeking assistance. Please, help out our youth by
bringing some items to place in the bins located in the nar-
thex. If you have any questions about Community Cares
please feel free to contact Tashina or Erica.

To Radio Ministry in memory of To Landscaping/Building Fund in

Eleanor Carlsson from Bev memory of Eleanor Carlsson from A Place at the Table :
Anderson Sue & Dennis Gustafson, Doug &
To Radio Ministry in memory of Kristi Sampson, family and friends The LUtheran Handbook
Everett Nelson from Mike & Barb of Eleanor Carlsson SPARK Storv Bible 5
Nelson Undesignated Memorial from y
To the 125th Anniversary Celebra- Donald Paulson & Koreen Gerdin Books are all available for sale

tion from Erma Ekstrom in memory
of Alma Magnison’s birthday

To the 125th Anniversary Fund from
Butch & Sharalyn Olson

Sandy Johnson

To the Building Fund from Dan & $15 each. They make great gifts

. for those folks on your list that
:  have everything! Check out

ERE: R e M 4 K o = samples in the church office.
L X A5 X B

Scripture Reading for November November 23fi Thanksgiving Eve :

November 6 :

Revelation 7:9-17, Psalm 34:1-10, 22

1 John 3:1-3, Matthew 5:1-12

November 13:

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18, Psalm 90:1-8[9-11] 12
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, Matthew 25:14-30
November 20:

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24,Psalm 95:1-7a
Ephesians 1:15-23, Matthew 25:31-46

NOVEMBER 2011

Deuteronomy 8:7-18, Psalm 65

2 Corinthians 9:6-15, Luke 17:11-19
November 27 :

Isaiah 64:1-9, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Mark 13:24-37

.......................................................................................

.Do you have an article for the newsletter? :
Please email information to office@trinitynorthbranch.org
: or bring to the church office by November 15 to be included
éin the December Tidings! Thank you! :

Tuesdayi Thursday 8 ami 3 pm
Sunday Worship 8:00 a.m.& 9:45 a.m.
Church email: office@trinitynorthbranch.org

Church website: www.trinitynorthbranch.org

Gary Guptill, Pastor gguptill@trinitynorthbranch.org ext. 12

Suzie Hischer, Church Administrator
shischer@trinitynorthbranch.org ext. 36
Erica Bjerketvedt, Sunday School Coordinator
ebjerketvedt@trinitynorthbranch.org ext. 14
Tashina Good, Confirmation & JIVE Director

tgood@trinitynorthbranch.org ext. 13
Deb Aulich, Director of Worship and Arts
daulich@trinitynorthbranch.org ext. 37

Julie Morgan, Church Office Manager
jmorgan@trinitynorthbranch.org ext. 10
Cheryl Immel: Financial Recorder

cimmel@trinitynorthbranch.org
Roger Anderson, Head Custodian

sy :A.P S %, Non-Profit Org.
Q\”’& \'@X 2, 6“’@ U.S. Postage
= g~ o PAID
, N , LUTHERAN North Branch, MN
K CHURCH Permit 39
A Place for You
38460 Lincoln Trail
PO Box 447
North Branch, MN 55056
Return Service Requested
November 2011
Partners in Ministry: The People of Trinity
Church Office: 651-674-7047 Office Help: Judy Weiss 672710
Church Fax: 651-674-7048 Sharon Fairbanks 6747311
Church Office Hours: Monday & Friday 8 amfi noon Worship:  Molly Koecher 2370392

Doug Fisher, Council Chair

Jeff Johnson, Council Vice Chair

Missionary: Alison (Lindberg) Haupt

Our Sister Congregation in Tanzania ~
Pawaga




